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COMMENTSOF ALCATEL-LUCENT

Alcatel-Lucent submits these comments in suppotihefabove captioned
Application of Verizon New Jersey Inc. and Verizdaw York Inc. (collectively “Verizon”) to
discontinue provision of interstate wireline telegounications services in limited parts of New
York and New Jersey where copper facilities wergrdged or rendered inoperable by
Superstorm Sandy and where the new deploymentrefime facilities is impractical (the
“Verizon Application”).

Alcatel-Lucent is the trusted transformation partfecommunications service
providers, enterprises, and strategic industriesdmade, providing solutions to deliver voice,
data and video communications services to end-ugetsader in fixed, mobile and converged
broadband networking, IP and optics technologipglieations and services, Alcatel-Lucent
leverages the unrivaled technical and scientifigegtise of Bell Labs, a leading innovator in the
communications industry. With our unrivaled expade in developing and deploying evolving
technologies for wireline networks and wirelessnweks, Alcatel-Lucent is well-positioned to

comment on the ongoing technology transitions entdlecommunications industry.



The Verizon Application presents an unusual situatvhere a natural disaster
destroyed the copper plant to certain distinct gagpigies in New York and New Jersey. Due to
flooding and severe weather patterns, any atteo@store the copper plant to those areas
would be temporary as they are susceptible to tedetamage and outaged.aking into
account climate and terrain concerns, Verizon leésrohined that a wireless service, “Verizon
Voice Link,” is the best choice to restore voicevize to the affected areasAs part of the
transition, Verizon bolstered its wireless netwirkhe affected areas to provide a more reliable,
resilient and easier to restore service to itsarusts’

The Verizon Application must be viewed in the comtaf the transition to an all-
IP environment already underway across the U.Sth@snarket for TDM-based voice service
continues to erode, the challenge of operatingnaaistaining legacy platforms uniquely tied to
TDM to relatively few remaining subscribers beconmeseasingly financially burdensome.
Indeed, in the areas at issue in the Verizon Apgba, prior to Superstorm Sandy, the vast
majority of voice traffic already traveled over eliess networks, rather than the existing copper
plant?

Understanding this market reality, the Commissgsdeking comment in several
proceedings on how best to facilitate these ongtangnological transitions, including
consideration of the regulatory framework that \&piply to an all-IP environmentAgainst this

backdrop of regulatory reform, which ideally widsult an all-IP environment independent of
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specific communications network access technologesgiiring Verizon to rebuild copper
infrastructure that, in a relatively short periddime, may no longer be required for voice
services, would be imprudent and wasteful. The @asion should heed to the principal of
technology neutrality and not impose technologyfpten-specific requirements that will be of
little relevance in the rapidly approaching allviirid.

Based on the foregoing, Alcatel-Lucent supports\tegzon Application to
discontinue provision of interstate wireline telegaunications services over copper to the

affected customers.
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